



St. Mark's Episcopal Church

Our Vision:
To grow in Christ through worship and service
Our Mission:
Called to be Christ Centered
Touching Lives + Transforming Hearts + Teaching God's Word
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258 West Franklin Boulevard, Gastonia, North Carolina 28052

704-864-4531/fax 704-865-3367

Email office@stmarksgastonia.org 
 www.stmarksgastonia.org
The Second Sunday of Easter
April 12, 2026, 9:30 AM
Prelude					Jim Lowery 
Processional Hymn      “Alleluia! Give thanks to the risen Lord”        Hymnal p.178
                                               The Liturgy of the Word     
Celebrant 	Blessed be God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
People 	And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Collect for Purity						       
Gloria (S 280)	      								BCP pg. 356
Celebrant 	The Lord be with you.
People 	And also with you.
Celebrant         Let us pray.

The Collect for the Day		          (found on page 3)
The Old Testament			Acts 2:14a,22-32		   Omar DeCastro Psalm					Psalm 16 		        Omar DeCastro
The New Testament			1 Peter 1:3-9	       	          Heanzelene DeCastro
The Sequence Hymn              “Alleulia, sing to Jesus”    		        Hymnal p. 460
The Gospel	 			John 20:19-31
The Sermon	The Rev. Allan McCaslin
The Nicene Creed							            BCP pg. 358 
The Prayers of the People; Form IV - BCP pg. 388	 Bonnie Kieffer
Confession									BCP pg. 360
The Peace
Celebrant	The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People 	And also with you.		
(please greet each other in the name of Christ)
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Description automatically generated]Readings Appointed for
The Second Sunday of Easter
The Collect
Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established the new covenant of reconciliation: Grant that all who have been reborn into the fellowship of Christ's Body may show forth in their lives what they profess by their faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
Old Testament
Acts 2:14a,22-32
Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd, “You that are Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you yourselves know— this man, handed over to you according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the law. But God raised him up, having freed him from death, because it was impossible for him to be held in its power. For David says concerning him,
‘I saw the Lord always before me, 
for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken;
therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced;
moreover my flesh will live in hope.
For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, 
or let your Holy One experience corruption.
You have made known to me the ways of life; 
you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’
“Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. Since he was a prophet, he knew that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of his descendants on his throne. Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, saying,
‘He was not abandoned to Hades, 
nor did his flesh experience corruption.’
This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.”
The Word of the Lord
	Thanks be to God
Psalm 16
1 Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; *
I have said to the LORD, "You are my Lord,
my good above all other."
2 All my delight is upon the godly that are in the land, *
upon those who are noble among the people.
3 But those who run after other gods *
shall have their troubles multiplied.
4 Their libations of blood I will not offer, *
nor take the names of their gods upon my lips.
5 O LORD, you are my portion and my cup; *
it is you who uphold my lot.
6 My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; *
indeed, I have a goodly heritage.
7 I will bless the LORD who gives me counsel; *
my heart teaches me, night after night.
8 I have set the LORD always before me; *
because he is at my right hand I shall not fall.
9 My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; *
my body also shall rest in hope.
10 For you will not abandon me to the grave, *
nor let your holy one see the Pit.
11 You will show me the path of life; *
in your presence there is fullness of joy,
and in your right hand are pleasures for evermore.







The Epistle
1 Peter 1:3-9
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who are being protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, so that the genuineness of your faith-- being more precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire-- may be found to result in praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. Although you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, for you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.
	The Word of the Lord
	Thanks be to God
The Gospel
	
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John
	Glory to you, Lord Christ.
John 20:19-31
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you." When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained."
But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said to them, "Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe."
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe." Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my God!" Jesus said to him, "Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe."
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.
	The Gospel of the Lord
	Praise to you, Lord Christ. 


Announcements with:
      Birthday Prayer								BCP pg. 830
      Anniversary Prayer							BCP pg. 431 


Offertory	
Presentation
Doxology
The Liturgy of the Table

The Great Thanksgiving        Eucharistic Prayer B                                  BCP pg. 367
Sanctus           							         Hymnal S 129
The Lord’s Prayer							            BCP pg. 364
The Breaking of the Bread
The Fraction Anthem  						         Hymnal S 154
The Ministration of the Communion
Communion Hymns		“Bread of the world ”		          Hymnal #301
				“Seek ye first the kingdom of God”          Hymnal #711

Post Communion Prayer						            BCP pg. 365
The Blessing
Recessional Hymn	         “Christ is alive! Let Christians Sing!”          Hymnal#182
Dismissal  
Postlude

	
The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God.


Announcements

[bookmark: _Hlk104902751]During communion, or after the service, on Sundays the chapel will now be open for intercessory prayer, with Steve Thomas serving as intercessor.
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Scholarships are still available if you have a child or grandchild who would like to attend Camp Henry this summer.  Please let the office know soon. 








To Our Guests
If you are traveling or visiting family and friends from out of town, we wish you a safe and peaceful journey. If you are seeking a church home and looking for a new or deeper relationship with God, we hope that you will take some time and just be among us.  We want to learn who you are and share with you our spiritual journey.  


CHURCH STAFF
The Ven. Brenda M. Gilbert	Archdeacon, Dio. of Western NC
The Rev. Deacon Cathy Wesson	Deacon
Ms. Dionne Browning	Business Administrator
Ms. Debbie Brake	Nursery
Ms. Beverly Bieker……………………………………………	 Office Assistant
Mr. Kris Kiser	Church Sexton

 CURRENT VESTRY MEMBERS AND OFFICERS 

Mr. Eric Lampke, ‘27	Senior Warden, Bldgs-Grounds
Mrs. Judy Jackson Malina, ‘26	Junior Warden, Outreach
Dr. Blaine Rudisill, ‘26	 Pastoral Care
Mrs. Suzanne Whatley, ‘25	Parish Life
Mrs. Fe McLaughlin, ‘26	Parish Life, Newcomers
Ms. Marilyn Walters, ‘26	In-reach
Mrs. Beverly Bieker, ‘27	Worship
Mr. George Sowersby, ‘27	Buildings and Grounds
Mrs. Pat Townsend, ‘27	In-reach
Ms. Dionne R. Browning	Vestry Clerk
Mr. Steve Campbell	Treasurer
Mrs. Kenna Watts	Assistant Treasurer
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