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To grow in Christ through worship and service
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Touching Lives + Transforming Hearts + Teaching God's Word
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The Fourth Sunday of Easter
April 26, 2026, 9:30 AM
Prelude				  Angela Swicegood 
Processional Hymn        “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us”                Hymnal p.708
                                               The Liturgy of the Word     
Celebrant 	Alleluia.  Christ is risen.
People 	The Lord is risen indeed.  Alleluia. 

The Collect for Purity						       
Gloria (S 280)	      								BCP pg. 356
Celebrant 	The Lord be with you.
People 	And also with you.
Celebrant         Let us pray.

The Collect of the Day		          (found on page 3)
The First Lesson		              Acts 2:42-47	   		   Bonnie Kieffer Psalm					  Psalm 23 		        Bonnie Kieffer
The New Testament			  1 Peter 2:19-25       	                     Pat Townsend
The Sequence Hymn       “The King of Love My Shepherd Is”  	        Hymnal p. 645
The Gospel	 			John 10:1-10
The Sermon	The Rev. Allan McCaslin
The Nicene Creed							            BCP pg. 358 
The Prayers of the People; Form V - BCP pg. 389	 Barabara Hartsell
The Peace
Celebrant	The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People 	And also with you.		
(please greet each other in the name of Christ)
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Description automatically generated]Readings Appointed for
The Fourth Sunday of Easter
The Collect
O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people: Grant that when we hear his voice we may know him who calls us each by name, and follow where he leads; who, with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
The First Lesson
Acts 2:42-47
Those who had been baptized devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.
Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles. All who believed were together and had all things in common; they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.
The Word of the Lord
	Thanks be to God
Psalm 23
1 The LORD is my shepherd; *
I shall not be in want.
2 He makes me lie down in green pastures *
and leads me beside still waters.
3 He revives my soul *
and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake.
4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I shall fear no evil; *
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; *
you have anointed my head with oil,
and my cup is running over.
6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, *
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.

The Epistle
1 Peter 2:19-25
It is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering unjustly. If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure when you do right and suffer for it, you have God's approval. For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his steps.
“He committed no sin,
and no deceit was found in his mouth.”
When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten; but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.
	The Word of the Lord
	Thanks be to God





The Gospel
	
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John
	Glory to you, Lord Christ.
John 10:1-10
Jesus said, “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them.
So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.”
	The Gospel of the Lord
	Praise to you, Lord Christ. 


Announcements with:
      Birthday Prayer								BCP pg. 830
      Anniversary Prayer							BCP pg. 431 


Offertory	
Presentation
Doxology



The Liturgy of the Table

The Great Thanksgiving        Eucharistic Prayer B                                  BCP pg. 367
Sanctus           							         Hymnal S 129
The Lord’s Prayer							            BCP pg. 364
The Breaking of the Bread
The Fraction Anthem  						         Hymnal S 154
The Ministration of the Communion
Communion Hymns    “For the Bread which You have Broken ”         Hymnal #340
		               “This is the Hour of Banquet & of Song”          Hymnal #316

Post Communion Prayer						            BCP pg. 365
The Blessing
Recessional Hymn	         “My Shepherd Will Supply My Need”         Hymnal#664
Dismissal  
Postlude

	
The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God.







Announcements
[bookmark: _Hlk104902751]During communion, or after the service, on Sundays the chapel will now be open for intercessory prayer, with Steve Thomas serving as intercessor.

Adult Christian Education Series (ACE)
“Promises, Promises!”
Our Baptismal Covenant Promises are far more than words. They are fundamental to our understanding of what it means to follow Jesus Christ and intended to be a way of life – a way of life that truly reflects the life-changing and sacramental depth of Holy Baptism, and for that matter, all of the sacraments. 
This 3-part series delves into the intent of each of the promises and offers some practical guidance on how to make those words, “I will, with God’s help” a reality in your life and the life of our parish as we enter the discernment process of calling our next Rector.
Our series begins on Sunday, April 26 exploring the origin of our Baptismal Covenant and, specifically, the question: “Who is my Neighbor?” The following two weeks (May 3 and 10) will explore what it means to: “Repent and Return to the Lord.” 
Classes will be held at 10:45 am in the High School Room (2nd Floor). All are welcome to attend and encouraged to bring along a copy of The Book of Common Prayer, your preferred Bible translation, as well as a pen and paper.    











To Our Guests
If you are traveling or visiting family and friends from out of town, we wish you a safe and peaceful journey. If you are seeking a church home and looking for a new or deeper relationship with God, we hope that you will take some time and just be among us.  We want to learn who you are and share with you our spiritual journey.  


CHURCH STAFF
The Rev. R. Allan McCaslin………………………………………….……..Interim Priest
The Ven. Brenda M. Gilbert	Archdeacon, Dio. of Western NC
The Rev. Deacon Cathy Wesson	Deacon
Ms. Dionne Browning	Business Administrator
Ms. Debbie Brake	Nursery
Ms. Beverly Bieker……………………………………………	 Office Assistant
Mr. Kris Kiser	Church Sexton

 CURRENT VESTRY MEMBERS AND OFFICERS 

Mr. Eric Lampke, ‘27	Senior Warden, Bldgs-Grounds
Mrs. Judy Jackson Malina, ‘26	Junior Warden, Outreach
Dr. Blaine Rudisill, ‘26	 Pastoral Care
Mrs. Suzanne Whatley, ‘25	Parish Life
Mrs. Fe McLaughlin, ‘26	Parish Life, Newcomers
Ms. Marilyn Walters, ‘26	In-reach
Mr. George Sowersby, ‘27	Buildings and Grounds
Mrs. Pat Townsend, ‘27	In-reach
Ms. Dionne R. Browning	Vestry Clerk
Mr. Steve Campbell	Treasurer
Mrs. Kenna Watts	Assistant Treasurer
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